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THE PREFACE. 



THE Author of the following Poems had no intention of 

maHing them public at the time of his compofition^ which he did 

for his own amufement^ till meditating upon the information^ as well 

as entertainment^ they might give to the learned reader^ concluded 

upon the fame. 

The fubjedls he has wrote upon are^ according to his ejlimation^ 
worthy their notice. He will not attempt here to induce the reader to 
an approbation of this work; for if he does not approve it for its utility ^ 
as well as information^ the Author cannot think that he will fooner by 
any recommendation in a preface* 

ThefubjeB of the firfi poem^ which is chitfiy pafloral^ is a Morning 
Walk in the Month of September ; intended to give a pleajing defer ip^ 
tion of the country at early morn^ as well as of the harvejl^ and to 
divert the mind from atheijiic principles and lethargy. 

The fecond is the AJlronomer. AJlronomy beings by the mojl 
learned in all agesj eJleeiHed the noblejl fcience invented by man:fince 
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// tends to raife our minds to heaven^ and excites us to glorify both the 
Creator and his fuperior works above. In this poem^ which is the 
firjl on thisfubjeS ever compleated in this country^ and which the Au- 
thor has taken no little pairis with^ by reducing into a fmall compafs 
much information on a great fubjeS, The folar fyftem^ as well as 
the difcoveries of modern ajlronomers^ are here recorded. It is im- 
pojfible tofolve and prove each problem in verfe fo clear andfatisfac^ 

> 

tory as mathematical demonjlration ; although the author has not omitted 
mentioning the different projeSs the Afironomer makes ufe of to eluci- 
date his poem. To relate and explain the geometry of this earth aloncy 
as well as the cycles of the fun and moon^ would be a fubjeS for a 
poem; yet the principal parts neceffary to be known are here recorded^ 
and what could not be related in verfe are explained in notes. He is 
perfeBly fatisfied^ that when his obfervations come to be properly con- 
Jideredj others will be of the fame way of thinkings and thofe of found 
judgment impartially judge of the fame. 

With refpeS to the planets being inhabited^ none can difcover this 
for certainty; but the Author having paid due regard to caufes and 
effeSs^ as well as to the fun's heat and light on bodies far and near^ is 
of opinion^ that none of the planets in ourfyflem can confflently be in- 
habited^ except the planets Mercury^ VenuSj this Earthy and MarSj as 
their days and nights are nearly equals each of them receiving afufi- 
cient degree of fermentation and light for the fame. It does not follow^ 



I 
I 



thai if any of thcfuperior planets^ ihtir moons^ or the comets arc not 
inhabited^ though o/fuch immenfe magnitude^ that the Supreme Fabric- 
cator of the univerfe has made them in vain^ any more than he has 
made an ijland or a mountain defolatCy or a blujhing Jlower to bloom 
in a defert unfeen. It was the God of nature's pleafure to make them 
asfeemed bejl to himfelf and not asfeemed bejl to us his creatures^ who 
are only to admire them^ and adore Him who^ byfecret methods^ rules 
and guides the whole* As this isfometimes thefubjedi of converfation 
among AJironomers^ the Author begs leave to fubmit his opinion to the 
public upon thisj which he thought might not be unacceptable to the 
learned reader. 

The third poem is an accurate defcription of Liverpool^ which is 
now the large/l and moft opulent feaport town of any in England^ 
next to London. In this he has defcribed the principal buildings and^ 
dockSy which are peculiar to it. 

The fourth is a defcription of York Cathedral^ generally called 
York Minjler ; which is at this time reckoned to be one of the Jinejl 
Gothic Jlrudlures in Europe. 

The fifth is the Merchant; in which he has madefome remarks on 
the advantages of commerce and the trade of this country with every 
quarter of this habitable globe. 



Thejixth is a poem in behalf of the new-ereHed Blind Afylum at 
Liverpool; in which is dijplayed the heavenly faculty of fight. 

The feventh was at firjl intended to be an Elegy on the deceafe of 
Scrope Colquitt^ Efq. of Liverpool; in which he has reprefented the 
advantages of good manners and a virtuous life to the attainment of 
happinefs here and everlafling life. 

The Author^ different from poets in general^ has avoided record- 
ing any verfes to fill up or lengthen his poems which do not give in^ 
formation. He has written fever al others^ but thefubjeSs werefuch 
as he thought not worth the attention of the public^ therefore declined 
txpofing them. From the opportunities he has had of information^ he 
has endeavoured to render thefe poems pleafing and intelligible; and 
therefore preftnts them (though fenfible of their imperfeBions) to the 
judgment of the impartial and literary public. 









r >' •• . j 




ATROitA 



THE MOMNING WAJLK. 



Nafcere prxqae diem Teniens age Lucifer almnm. Virgil, 



AURORA breaks the Ikies at early mom. 
When from the eaft (he glances o'er the lawn; 
Her glimm'ring rays the fun's advance difplay; 
While the cock crows to tell returning day. 
The animal creation, cheer'd with light, 
Run here and there^ as if with fome delight: / ' 
The fwains from reft renew their daily toil, 
And in thefe improv'd lands turn o'er the foil. 
Hence in what numbers Ihall my fweet mufe fing 
The dewy fweets and views the mornings' bring, 
The gentle gales through woods and fragrant flowers, 
Now fo delicious near the rural bowers ? 
The morning's fine. 111 take my walks abroad, 
When plumy beds my neighbouring friends defraudj 
To fee the gardens Or the fields produce, 
The fwelling fruit and full-ear'd corn for ufe» 
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The beauteous produce of a fruitful year 
Excites us to behold with love and fear : 
When fliepherds drive their bleating flocks away 
To heaths or vallies, where they fing and play. 
Now Venus, blufliing like a chaftely bride^ 
Foretels the pleafant day in all its pride, 
Attraded by her, Phoebus glorious light. 
And we the next, though not To very bright. 
No planets, fave the queen of love, appear 
In the fun's prefence, which eight worlds revere. 
Though eaftern flues with purer light is bleft, 
Our lands appear in all their grandeur dreft. 
Hark to the tuneful tenants of the air. 
Which leave their little nefts on high to foar; 
See with what chearfulnefs they feem to fly 
Through the wide atmofphere beneath the flcy. 
Above th' enlighten'd clouds fee Phoebus rife, 
In all his majcfty, to light the Osacs: 
At whofe appearance heaven and earth difclofe; 
And now all nature fmiles from dark repofe. 
He with his radiant beams revives the earthy 
And all that it produces from its birth : 
Hence fpring the balmy and parental powers 
Which cherifli animals and bloom in flowers* 



Place me beneath his chariot's pureft ray, 

Where mankind ne'er increafe and never ftray : - *• ' /^ / 

There, with fair Pallas, will I tune my lyre, 

And fing thofe lay^ which truth and love infpire. 

How chearful every view appears at morn. 

While orient rays the hills and groves adorn; 

If here or there I tiirn my ravifh'd eyes, 

Some bufy fcenes or charming landfcapes rife. 

The verdant trees, which bounteous nature gave^ 

Now bend with fruit o'er banks which clear ftreams lave : 

The moving waves alternate leave the (hore, 

And thus expofe the banks o'crflow'd before: 

So round this earth, attractive as they flow, 

Do pleafing light and darknefs come and go. 

The fylvan fliades invite to crofs the lawn. 

Near flowery paftures and thick (landing corn: 

Here Pan himfelf would love to tend his flocks, 

And hear thefe waters gurgling thro' the rocks. 

Ye Naids fair, who, with a pleafing pride, 

O'er murmuring fountains and the fprings prefide. 

O'er peaceful Albion's now ye nymphs attend. 

And health and vigour to her labours lend. 

Phoebus propitious emits temperate rays, 1 

And oft rellrains the ihowers in harveft days; 
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When the hale Twain will chearful ply his hours 
In fencing paftures, fields, or making bowers* 
Now lands and lakes, their commerce to maintain. 
Exhale mix*d vapours in exchange for rain: 
Since earth each day doth one half ftill expofe. 
And with due moifture the green leaves difpofe. 
Thefe figur'd leaves and flowers that face the ftorm 
Are of juft texture, and as fair their form; ' 
Which, with the fweet and blufhing fruit, perfume 
This pleafant walk, through which the zephyrs come; 
The fparkling Virgin gives the mifty morn; 
Now fultry heats no longer parch the lawn : 
The powerful air is dill throughout the land 
Equal difpos'd by her aufpicious hand. 
This earth, which once was young, now waxes old. 
The feafons more uncertain, wet and cold: 
This all things (hew, fince through this changing fcene 
Few lands unpeopled or untilTd are feen. 
Yet Phcebus kind now ripens all the fields, 
Which, for the farmer's toil, rich produce yields: 
In paffing through the groves faw rofes bloom. 
But now rejoices more fuch harvefts come. 
Libra's juft weigh'd the days and nights in fcales. 
Which twice were equal now the night prevails. 



f^et me, ye Mufes, feek the gilded plains, 

And ling their beauties in fublimer ftrains: 

A plenteous harveft and ripe fruits repay 

When nature's fweets, the fragrant flowers, decay. 

Since, as old poets fay, Ceres brings corn, 

We'll fing her love, and Ihew the plenteous horn; 

Then maids and youths (hall with (harp fickles reap. 

While gatherers follow and collefl the heap. 

Jn equal ranks the binded (heaves they placr. 

Then fill their burfting barns in joy and peace, 

A rural life who will not thus commend? 

Which is fo pleafant to the Autumn's end : 

See villas fmoke 'midft trees and green retreats. 

Where fruitful orchards fence their barns and feats. 

The tuneful birds, in fweet accord, attend 

Thofe ancient woodc, and their flirill notes extend. 

While they, in fmoky darknefs, walk the town, 

I breathe a purer air, and fee funfhine: 

Each pleafant morn their green-fenc'd fields I view^ 

And fometimes fee them beating corn now new : 

The town, in Winter, for amufements' fake. 

And timely interviews with friends to make. 

If fnow's unpleafant each contraSed day. 

Cold adds to ftrengtb, experience this will fay : 
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For much indulgence near the mineral fire . 
Makes us perceive cold more when we retire. 
See the old tower and farm near yon high rocks. 
Where mindful ruftics drive their herds and flocks; 
This rapid dream between us ftill retards 
Our vifiting that houfe and plenteous yards: 
Yet 'tis not t^iat or this delightful place 
Will give much pleafure without confcious peace; 
To have a heart (incere and mind as pure 
Is the bed way to happinefs, I'm fure. 
For faith or worfiilp will not eafe our minds 
Without we pra6lice and feek wifdom*s lines; 
Since learning doth not always fenfe obtain, 
This is a natural gift, I think,. feems plain; 
For thofe deep read how oft we fee tranfgrefs 
In manners, tafte, and words, without redrefs : 
But as we're born with different wills roifus'd, 
Our words and manners muft be e'er confus'd. 
If all did right, werewith good tafte endued, 
.We (hould not fee their works confus*d and rude« 
As piles unequal, with their roofs expos'd, 
Curv'd ftreets too narrow, windows ill-difpos'd^ 
Pnfinifli'd architeQure not well wrought^ 
^nd Slips unweildy of a (hapelefs draugbt| 



With furniture ungraceful to our fight, 

But all their handyworks would bring delights 

The mind contented in a happy ftate 

Needs no fupply of pleafures rich or great, 

Self-animated with its own delight. 

In evening as in morning, dark or light. 

Religion doth conduce to human blifs, 

And they're mod bled that the lead do amifs; 

It dignifies our nature, prone to vice; 

Exalts mankind above the beftial race. 

As each direds his footfteps in his walk, 

So let him rule his condu6t and his talk : 

March on betimes, and your bed hours employ 

To live in plenty, to have health and joy. 

The morning walk thus took, farewell, ye fwains, 

I've feen your toil, and heard your carelefs drains. 

Oh! peaceful hours, no more of war now mourn, 

Behold Saturnian times once more return. 



THE ASTRONOMERt 



Me vero primom dulces ante omnia Mafae 
Qaarum facra fero ingentt percolfiss amore 
Accipiant, cxlique vias et iidera monftreat» 
Dejeftos foils varios luneeqae laborcs. 

Virgil's Georgics* 



CELESTIAL Mufe, fhall I invoke thy aid 
To my defcriptive fong of heaven difplay'd ? 
By figur'd conftellations as they ruiii 
And earthly globes revolving round the fun; 
Which the Aftronomer, in cloudlefs night, 
Explains by proof, and tells each fliining light* 
This oblate fphere, in which four parts confpire. 
Of different form, Earth, Water, Air, and Fire; 
In twice twelve hours once round her axis turns^ 
Which is the caufe each day and night returns: 
Since thus revolving feas mud ebb and floW|* 
And fhe junequal feafons undergo. 

• If the earth was quiefcent there would be no tides. 



>5 
Twenty-four thoufand miles is this globe rounds 
Whofe north and fouth poles are with cold ice bound: 
While her mid zone direftly meets the fun 
Divided by the equino8ial line : 
Perpetual glowing with his radiant beam 
Here equal days and nights remain the fame. 
At equal diftance on each fide this line 
Two circles on the north and fouth confine : 
One on the north through Cancer*s claws difplay 
The Summer's tropic, when's the longed day: 
Another calPd the Winter tropic's drawn 
On the wet fouth, through freezing Capricorn; 
At which time are the mod contraQed days, 
When Phcebus warms but with his oblique rays. 
The ardic circle on the north contains 
The frigid zone, which the bright bear fuftains : 
As the antarBic bounds the fouth, as clear 
Five zones, mark'd by five circles, form this fphere# 
The equinofiial and folftitial lines, 
Thus croffing, make right angles at their figns; 
Thefe colours, drawn from pole all round to pole, 
Into four equal parts divide the whole. 
In oblique orb, through twelve figns, round the fun, 
Does this vaft frame her annual courfe now run; 
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\Vhich Autumn, Winter, Spring, and Summer caufe; 
All which he (hews and proves with juft applaufe. 
Thus by geometry this earth he knows, 
Which by meridians, zones, and circles Ihews; 
And that an atmofphere concludes the whole^ 
Fiird with attra6live virtue from each pole. 

With ftrength of mind then fcales the Ckies above^ 
And leaves this half^illum'd earth here to move; 
To view the ftarry heaven*s unbounded height. 
And worlds revolving there half dark and light:* 
To find the comet's long-curv'd path on high, 
Where conftellaiions beautify the Cky. 
Firll will the fun his admiration take. 
Which does the centre of our fyftem make, 
According to Copernicus, who prov'd. 
By rules unerring, and his fyftem's good, 
This wonderful fulphureous globe like fire 
Turns round from fpots, which come and then retire ;t 
In twenty-fix days round his axis moves. 
And bears thefe on him, which this motion proves. 

• None are worlds bat planets. 

t According to Dr. Hexkht], theft apparent ipots are holes in the body of the fun. 
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Self-gravitating there without control. 
Round which eight opake planets jointly roll. 
His power's attra£tive, wond'rous to remark^ 
Whofe infide fubftance is compaEl and dark^ 
O'ercas'd with fluid fire, which is now found 
Each planet to illume as (he rolls round. 

To the wide zodiac thefe worlds confines 
He in th' ecliptic while they turn the figns; 
The nearer thefe approach his flaming force 
Do they roll round him with more rapid courfb* 
With his micrometer and telefcope 
Finds the diameter and planets' fcope j 
The diftance of th' inferior planets' known 
By greateft elongation from the fun :* 
The diftance of fuperior, as each runs. 
He finds by the eclipfes of her moons. 
Each diftance from the fun thus calculates^ 
Their geocentric places he then ftates. 

By geometric proof, and Euclid's laws, 
Their magnitudes apparent he thus draws, 

P The arch of a great circle intercepted between the planet and the fan; 

c 
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Their motions in ellipfes he explains^ 

And what their circuits round the fun retains ; 

By laws of motion, gravity, and fpace 

'Tis that they in their orbits keep their places 

According to their matter gravitate 

In their attraBed and projeBed ftate. 

The fun will gravitate with equal force 

To thefe which round him thus perform their coarfe* 

That all thefe in elliptic orbits move 
He, by great Kepler's problem, this does prove : 
By this the fyftem of the univerfe 
Was folv'd by Newton, which he fings in verfc. 

Since thefe turn round their axis he difplays^ 
They half-illumin'd have their nights and days; 
Thefe have their torrid zones and frigid bounds 
And feafons too, as each in orb turns round. 
From hence and from earth's centre draws bis lioes^ 
The parallaxes of the ftars then finds; 
Their geocentric places he relates. 
Their true and mean appearances then ftates: 
By half the diameter of earth's orb, 
The annual parallax of each dark globe. 
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He beft does find, and the more fhe rolls near 
The greater will the angles be and clear. 

On eagle's wings to the fun*s centre flies. 
Thence marks their diftant motions thro' the ikies : 
His heliocentric views, which there doth prove, 
Exhibit earth and planets round him move. 
Their motions from the earth unequal feem'd| 
But from the fun in perfed order deem'd. 
The air between him and this atmofphere 
Is not the fame as ours throughout the year; 
'Tis incomprefs'd more pure and cold intenfe. 
Ours, which refifts his warm beams, is more denfe. 
Its different denfity in different place 
Doth caufe the winds to blow, to change, and ceafe.^ 
Thus awful thunder in the liquid air 
Is from colliQon of clouds heated there; 
When clouds inflammable and aqueous meet 
In fuch extenfive fpace muft found create. 

The great fix^d ftars he fees are funs as bright,f 
And each the centre of a fydem light; 

• If the earth was quiefcent there would be no winds, 
t Stars of the firft, iS9C0nd« and third magnitudes. 
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The right afcenfion, declination known, 
Of any of ihefe bright fix'd ftars alone : 
The latitude and longitude he finds 
By folving a triangle of curv'd lines. 

Thefc are the planets which roll round the fun. 
From Weft to Eaft, and in ihefe times they run: 
In three months Mercury his orbit makes 
Neareft the fun, and of great heat partakes. 
Venus in eight months through her orbit runs, 
In tweniy-three hours fhe her axis turns. 
This aqueous earth revolves thus in one year. 
Red Mars in two years will his circuit fteer. 
In twice twelve hours and forty minutes, there 
Will he roll round his axis once, with care. 
In twelve years Jupiter performs his round. 
Saturn to be in thirty years is found. 
Though of fuch bulk as thefe are made t' appear, 
Each turns his axis once in ten hours clear. 
He's wonder'd oft what Saturn's ring could be. 
And now concludes, from what he clear doth fee : 
'Tis folid circles of earth petrified,^ 
Void of the fultry heat and clouds allied. 

t Dr. Herfchel bu difcoyercd that this ring confifit of two circlet; 
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Herfchel, with his large telefcope, has feeii 
Another planet in the blue ferene, 
Which Georgium Sidus he has pleas'd to termy 
This eighty years takes to her courfe perform.* 

■ 

The moon in one month round her axis turns. 
In the fame time flie round the earth fojourns, 
To which (he turns her north pole in the race, 
Becaufe (he always ihines with the fame face. 
This thirfty moon our earth's great oceans guides,t 
Twice in each month ihe draws the riiing tides ; 

• The diameters of the planets and their diftanccs from the fun in miles arc as follow ; 
Mercary is three thoufand two hundred miles in breadth^ and 

diftant from the fun, ------------ 37,030000 

Venus b feven thoufand feven hundred miles in breadth, - - . 68,000000 
Earth is eight thoufand miles in breadth, ------- 95,000000 

Mars is four thoufand two hundred miles in breadth, - - - - 144,000000 

Jupiter is eighty-nine thoufand miles in breadth, ----- 490,000000 

Satom is feventy-nine thoufand miles in breadth, - - - - * 900,000000 

Thediftanceof the Georgium from the fun is ------ 1800,000000 

Mocnry moves at the rate of one hundred and Ave thoufand miles an hour. 

Venus moves at the rate of feventy-fix thoufimd miles an hour. 

Earth moves at the rate of fifty-eight thoufand miles an hour. 

Mars moves at the rate of fifty-five thoufand miles an hour. 

Jupiter moves at the rate of twenty-nine thoufand miles an hour. 

t At the conjuaaion of the fan and moon, when they aft In a dircft line with each 
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She, that of but earth, air, and fire conIiftS| 
Mu(l thus revolve while humid earth exifts. 
Four moons attend great Jupiter in ftaie, 
While Saturn has feven moons which circulate :**. 
The Gcorgium too, to terminate the bound, 
Has fix fatellites revolving round. 
Their phafes and their looks will he difplay. 
And with his telefcope fliew night and day* 

Now, that he may not be deceiv'd in tbefe 
Fair glittering planets, which he fometimes fees^ 
He (hews the harmony they all obferve. 
And how their times and motions they preferve. 
That the fquares of their periodic timest 
Are as the cubes of their diftances feems, 

other, which happens at the change and fall^ their attra^ive forces being nniced« laife 
the waters under and oppofite to them, which make the (pring tides, the gravity on the 
pppolite fide of the earth being diminilhed by the centrifugal force. At the quarters, 
when the fun and moon wBt crofiWays to each other, the fun's adion diminiflies thecfFc€t 
pf that of the moon on the waters under and oppoiite to her, which makes the neap tides. 

• Saturn's rug and Jupiter's moons were firft feen by Galileus with his teleicope, 
ftt that time invented. Five of Saturn's moons were firft difcovered by Mr. Caflini, 
who alfo difcovered the fun's roution; and two more by Herfchel, who has difcovered 
fix round the Georgium Sidus. 

t This harmony of the planets was difcovered by John Kepler; 
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From the true centre of their orbits high, 
Round which they make their motions orderly, 

Th* eclipfes of the fun and moon foretels^ 
And when the planet our day light repels. 
When the fair glitt'ring moon, with cleft abodes, 
Shall be in one of th ! interfered nodes. 
And the earth comes between the fun and moon, 
The moon at full is then eclips'd as foon. 
When Che between the fun and earth you fee 
An eclipfe of the fun likewife fliall be. 

When twenty-eight long years fliall circulate^ 
The cycle of the fun fliall be compleat; 
And when the time of nineteen years is run 
Compleated is the cycle of the moon. 

Hence comets, though with moving powers arc made, 
In matter are much like the fun's inlaid, 
Except that thefe have fiery tails difplay'd.* 
Hence intervals of many years will be 
Before they pafs our fun with fpeed you fee* 
Since their velocities and times are great, 
Muft move in all diredions, foon and late* 



'Tis well for us thefe fiery bodies cleave 
To radiant funs, which they fwift turn and leave* 
No atmofphere furrounds that flaming mafs. 
There's no refiftance in the void they pafs. 



Mufe, heavenly contemplation him infpires 
When he obfcrves thefe emblematic fires; 
His mind's exalted when he doth furvey 
So many hundred funs in conftant day.* 
The gallaxy*s unequal breadth, fo white, 
Confiils of crouded fiars' diftinguiih'd light: 
See heaven's encircled path expanded fair. 
Which Perfeus cuts, and Cafliopeias' chair. 

That light confifts of colours, fee each hue^ 
Red, orange, yellow, green, and diftinfl blue, 
And next the violet and indigo, 
Which conclude feven, like Iris' beauteous bow : 
Such are the primary fair colours fees 
By his clear prifm, which will difplay all thefe. 

• The great Flamfiead compos'd a catalogue of the fix'd ftars« which contains fix 
thoufand; to each ftar he has annexed its latitude^ longitttde^ right afccnfioui and dif-i 
tance from the pole. Many mgxt have fince been diftovered by Dr. Herfchel. 
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Thus light Ureir is rul'd by certain laws, 

And has its aberrations for fome caufe. 

Heaven is unveil'd, which we on earth explore, 

By fome divine permiffion, and adore. 

This fearch muft pleafe, lince he uplifts our minds, 

What powers forbids, th^fe from our fight confines. 

His comprebenfive lines now thus difplay'd. 

Which magnifies the heavens with light array*d 2 

The folar fyftem, and what there revolves, 

By mathematic laws in concord folves. 

Althoagh the great Newton was not ibrtonate to make maox new di&overies, he 
ellablUhed the noble fcience of ailronomjr on a better bafis than it had ever been before, 
by his deep knowledge of mathematics. He greatly improved optics and the theory 
of gravity, which he made a general prindple. Calcolated the fan's heat by the bulk 
of that immenfe body, and its proportional heat to this earth and all the planets, de- 
termining the degrees of heat and light on each by iatisfadory argnments^ 



errata; 

p. 21, The moon's diameter is 2180 miles, and her diftftoce from thetarth^ centre is 
240j000j moving at the rate of 2290 miles an hoar* 

P. 23, * As the comet approaches the fan the finer parts of the lolir atoMfpliere zsb 
tranfmitted in great quantity, and form its tail, which is nothing £lk than an emp^ 
tion of ele6lric fluid with which the heavens abound. The tail is longeft when k 
is nearefl to the fun ; the body being now ignited begins to repel the air on all iides, 
and the heat flill increafmg, is at lad hurried off by the impulfe of light, while the 
eleftric flream goes before to clear its way, and keep off the too great preffure of the 
air, which would retard its progrefs. Of the fubftances and ufes of comets^ Sir 
Ifaac Newton's conjectures appear to me to be the moil confident. It appears to 
me alfo not improbable, that the comets, which move at the rate of one million of 
miles in an hour, and come fo near the fun after an abfence of fo many years, that 
they mud leave this our fydem and revolve round the neared fixed dar, whether it 
be Sirius, Aldebaran, or any other dar of fimilar magnitude. This conjednre helps 
to confirm that truth, viz, that the great fixed dars mud be funs. 
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p. 16, The Son's diameter is compated to be 890,000 miles. 

•P. 18, The caafes of the motions of this Earth and planets round their axis, are made 
by the combined powers of heat, light, and eledricity, as by experiment proved. 

The eledric power is now generally agreed to have a principal ihare in all the natural 
operations on this Earth, and is found to grow ftronger the higher we afcend, which 
makes it feem probable, that the dry moon receives it from the Earth, as the cork- 
ball, in the experiment, receives it from the knob of the vial; and that being con- 
tinually drawn off by the Sun, it occafions the circulation of the moon in a fimilar, 
though much more regular, manner. If the eledric fluid be a modification of heat 
and light, which I fhould fuppofe it was, the Sun muft be the fountain of this elec- 
trical power which is diffufed into the folar fyflem : As Mr. Hutchinfon very na- 
turally fays. That elementary fire is fent forth as fuch from the San into the pla« 
netary regions. 

P. 20, Mercury's rotation on his axis is as yet unknown ; his light and heat from the 
Sun are almoil feven times as great as ours, and the Sun appears to him feven times 
as large as to us. 

To the inhabitants of Venus, our Earth will appear as Mars does to us, only larger; 
while Mercury will appear in her quarters, and foroetimes horned ; for to the 
Georgian, Saturn, and Jupiter, Mars and our Earth will appear at times in their 
quarters as Venus and Mercury do to us, which is a proof that the orbits of the 
former planets include thofe of Earth as we do thofe of Venus and Mercury. 

Mars being but a fifth part fo large as our Earth, his quantity of heat and light is 
only equal to one half of ours, and the Sun appears but half as large to him as to us. 

Jupiter, the largeft of all the planets, is 1300 times as large as the Earth, being 
eleven times her diameter; his axis being fo nearly perpendicular to his orbit, that 
iie has no fenfible change of feafons. His firft moon revolves round him in one 



day and eighteen hours: The fecond in three days and twdve hours: The third In 
' feven days: And the fourth, or oatermoft, in about (ixteen days and eighteen hours. 
Saturn, which is looo times as large as the Earth, being abore ten times her diameter, 
moves at the rate of twenty- two thonfand one hundred miles an hour. The nearell: 
moon to Saturn's ring goes round him in one day and twenty-one hours: The fe- 
' cond in two days and feventeen hours : The third in four days and twelve hours : 
The fourth in fifteen days and twenty-two hours: And the fifih in feventy-nine 
days and about eight hours. As Saturn revolves round the Sun his ring keeps pa- 
rallel to itfelf, and is therefore turned edgewife to the Sun and Earth once every 
fifteen years, when it difappears to us by reafon of its thinnefs. 
•p. 21, The moon has fcarce any difference of feafons, her axis being almoft perpen- 
t dicolar to the ecliptic ; and one half of her has no darknefs at all, the Earth giving 
her light in the Sun's abfence, whilft the other half has a fortnight's darknefs and a 
fortnight's light by turns, the Earth appearing to her thiruen times as big as (he 
does to us. 



DESCRIPTION OF LIVERPOOL. 



Ncfcio qua natalc Solam dalcedine cun^os dacit. Ovid. 



ME to defcribe in verfe my inufe alarms; 

Our native land attra&s by fecret charms: 

Oft when remote from thefe falubrious (bores 

We wifli to fee our country and its (lores. 

Hence (hall I tbus difplay fair Liverpool ?* 

Seated near Merfey's pleafant banks e*er cool. 

O charming (ituation, (it for trade, 

And to receive large fliips which here are made. 

Here was an ancient caftle fortified 

With guns in embrafures plac'd on each (ide 

Where now Saint George's church ftands, here the mayor 

And magiftrates their praifes oft declare. 

• Liverpool was firft chartered in 1 120, by Henry L then again by King John 10 
1203 ; and in 1406, the brave Sir John Stanley built the tower, which was afterwards 
inhabited by his widow Ifafcel, only daughter of Sir Thomas Latham, who gave him 
the fcite. 
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This caftle was begun, as hiftory fays, 
By Henry firft brave in his warlike days; 
Compleated by King John, of fome renown, 
For he incorporated this large town. 
The ftately tower, to which the Tea once flow*d, 
When this was thought to be a grand abode, 
Is a ftone ftru£lure, now us*d as the gaol, 
Being fo ftrong that none their flight afldil. 
Th' aflembly-room and wards it doth contain 
Are many and convenient, as they're clean: 
Thus from a noble manfion is this made 
The felon's, debtor's, and rogue's ambufcade. 
Now when Mars was difturb'd, they fix'd to build 
A greater prifon, which was too foon fill'd; 
Six roomy cells a towering wall furrounds 
To keep the captive Gaul within due bounds. 
The pleafant river Merfey's flowing tide 
With curling waves infrads the weftern fide. 
As the new quays advance the currents fwell. 
Which the great anchor'd ffiips can fcarce repeU 
Now peace returns and horrid war is o'er, 
Now mu fleets reft and cannons ceafe to roar, 
Let Britons now rejoice, and wealth increafC) 
And commerce unmolefted never ceafe. 
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Before the po1ilh*d fire-arms were known here 
Our townfmen fought with arrows and the fpear: 
Once they engaged the yiStory to claim. 
That they might make this town then of fome fame.* 
The firft and nobleft ftrufture is the 'Change, 
Adorn'd with four majeftic fronts in range: 
Here the Corinthian order is difplayVl, 
And emblematic figures richly gravM. 
Merchandize, Liberty, and Commerce fair 
Regarding Neptune with becoming air. 
Is on the South front pediment obferv*d. 
With figures well adapted finely carv*d. 
Four ftatues, each in emblematic robe. 
To reprefent four quarters of the globe. 
At equal diftance on the North front Hand, 
Above a fpacious court-room at command. 
Eight uniform ftone Temples decorate 
This bufy place, where riches circulate. 
While we behold thefe and each fculptured fide 
Their towers and fpires the fmoky clouds divide. 
Their infides are magnificent and light. 
Their galleries and altars take our fight: 

* It was befieged by Prince Rapert in the reign of Charles L 1644* but, after a 
ftoQt refiftancej was at length taken. 



Like folemn thunder their large organs found, 

While the full facred aifles with praife rebound. 

Excepting thefe fine churches, here are fome 

DifTcnting chapels, to which many come; 

And other handfome fabrics, to increafc 

P.cligious worfhip and fraternal peace. 

The Bibliotheca, that noble pile, 

Has two fronts finiQi*d in th' Ionic fiyle; 

That on the South majeftic doth appear, 

With handfome pillared portico carv'd there* 

This ftru6lure, now the fecond in this place, 

Whofe library is round and of great fpace^ 

Contains a gallery, the whole t* amufe, 

And a news-room the papers to perufe. 

A fpacious Cuftom-houfe, fac'd with white ftone.* 

Would dignify this port if rightly done, 

The prefent is for bufinefs much too fmall, 

But if rebuilt would ferve the will of all. 

Once an Obfervatory grac'd this town. 

Yet was no fooner rais'd than taken down: 

This is an edifice much wanted here, 

Where navigation is fo much their care* 

• For which the author has drawn a jiuU 
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Fronting a fquare the Theatre ftands in ftate, 
Furnith*d with fcenery and a ftage complete: 
Dramatic entertainments here are done, 
Where all the manners oF mankind are (hewn. 
Shall now the Mufic-hall my mufe infpire? 
To fing its charms, where many tune the lyre; 
While vocal ftrains th' enchanted foul delight, 
The fair, fo beautiful, attract your fight. 
So much the harmony of mufic charms 
That it excites us in the din of arms, 
When we forget the circling toils of day. 
And chearful hearken to each tuneful lay. 
Although this fabric makes no fplendid view, 
'Tis furnifli*d with good tafte completely new: 
Convenient porticos from this light room. 
So well conftru&ed as 'tils uniform. 
With CofiFee-rooms and Inns this town's fupplicd. 
Where coaches go and come from every fide : 
The Riding Circus and the Tennis Court 
Are made convenient for them to refort. 
Since the declining river will not flow 
To grind the corn, (he bids the winds to blow : 
When the mill's fails here with fwift motion fly, 
To manifeft their art and induftry. 
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What faline Baibs in England e*cr were p1aDD*d 
More elegant than thofe which grace this ftrand; 
Here may the patient vigoroos health obtaio^ 
To ply his bufinefs, and acquire great gain. 
Compafljon bids the mofe now to recount 
The Blue-Coat Hofpital^ two wings in front: 
This fabric has its windows arch'd with fione. 
Where the youth are with feeds of virtnc fowm 
The airy Workhoufe is of fpacious form. 
Fit to relieve the poor from want and ftorm. 
A beautiful Afylum too is rais'd. 
Where the blind orphans are maintained and eas'd. 
The Infirmary extenfive is compleat. 
The rooms commodious, the affiftance great: 
Here are green trees and walks 'mid ft herbs and flowers 
To reconcile the patient's reftlefs hours. 
A good Difpenfary this place fupplies^ 
With medicine for fuch as here applies. 
If from our a8ions we plead guilty hearts, 
Yet charity veils vice, and truth imparts. 
Next in due order muft my mufe relate 
The grand Botanic Garden, near replete 
With healing plants, from £aft and Weft climes brought, 
And luly, with Spain's green foliage fraught* 
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Here blooms exotic beauty by mofs bowers, 
Sweet odorifrous leaves and opening flowers; 
Herbs medical of curious figures grow, 
Did man the ufe of every leaf but know ! 
Let him now cultivate; exubVant earth 
Will recompence his toil with health and mirth. 
Six fpacious Docks appear like Winter woods. 
Surrounded with rich home and foreign goods; 
Thefe keep the (hips afloat that with wealth crown, 
Excite employment, and enlarge this town. 
The varied fcenes view'd from each crowded quay 
The ftranger's notice cannot but delay: 
Where hearty failors tug the fails and ropes, 
On board their caftled fliips, brigs, boats, and (loops. 
The yards and flips wherein all thefe are built. 
Painted, and coppcr-flieath*d, and fometimes gilt, 
Are fiird with Englifii oak and long huge deals. 
That ferve to build and bend the fpreading fails. 
Great Egerton, that noble duke, has made 
A fair improvement to their inland trade 
By means of aquedufts, which Brindley plann'd; 
Thus merchandize flows through this happy land. 
Let not the warehoufe incommode the ftrcct. 
But ftand apart, in equal height to meet : 
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Since there is no rule fix*d to build thefe b/5 
Six ftories each might be, more are too high. 
The public walks upon Mount Pleafant made 
Are fet with verdant trees and flowers to (hade; 
Thefe rural bowers and profpeds form a fcreenj 
Delightful in a Summer's day ferene. 
Behold the Efplanade near George's Dock, 
Where you may fee fhips failing round the Rock^ 
And Chefliire's diftant fylvan fliades and fields, 
That for this plenteous market fo much yields. 
The chearful bells attrafl fome near thefe viewd 
To fee their fignals and to hear the news : 
When the tide flows the welcom'd fliips draw near 
Their wifli'd-for fliore, then into port fafe fleer. 
Hail, great and nobl6 work defign'd, now known 
To bring in pipes fpring water through this town; 
Let this procedure meet with no delay. 
For fuch conveyance ne*er obftruds the way. 
The limpid ftream fprings from a generous fource 
To fupply them in its meand*ring courfe : 
At undertakings fome rejoice at firft, 
Yet fliall the waters flow to quench their thirft. 
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From a fmall fifliing town can this now boaft 
To be the fecond on the £ngU(h coaft ; 
In five fcore years hath this fo much increas'dj 
Since fmiling commerce here hath never ceas'd. 

liyerpodl contains five hundred and feventy Streets, ten thoofand fix hundred 
boafes (many of which hare their cellan inhabited) and confifb of feventy-eight thou- 
sand inhabitants. Anno Domini 1 8oo« 
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THE MERCHANT, 



Simul et jacanda et idonea difecre vita. Ho > a c s. 



EXPEDIENT commerce, Britain's chief fupport} 
May you increafc, and our fam'd arts promote : 
Since manufa8ures and our wealth depend 
On your fuccefs, which does t* employment tend. 
Of every meafure that is took t' obtain 
A large fubfiftence or extenCve gain, 
That of the merchant juft preferment takes, 
For he all trades in circulation keeps. 
Led by magnetic power to foreign fhores, 
Where he conveys his goods and valued ftorcs, 
Then by commercial treatment muft receive 
The due return of what thofe countries give. 
For feamen brave Britannia's gain'd applaufe, 
And heroes valiant in their country's caufe, 
Great intercourfe and merchandize improve 
With unanimity and focial love« 
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Riches the hearty Tailors here defpife. 
And look on wealth with undeCring eyes; 
When they embark for the AtUmic main 
In expeSation of fome better gain. 
At Neptune's will his (hips cut through the waves 
To fultry climes, when each the temped braves : 
Long is the voyage, through the great South Seas, 
To Indians coafts, where we import our teas, 
Drugs, fpice, and filks, NankeeQ and China ware| 
Gems, gold, and ivory, to enrich us here; 
With various articles of value great. 
All which combine to aggrandize this ftate. 
What fruits and treafures to this country yields 
The Perfian empire and rich Turkey's fields: 
The Spaniih and Mediterranean ihores 
Supply with oil and Bacchus' cheating ftores. 
If through the German Ocean ihould be ledj 
Or up the Baltic Sea purfue his trade P 
Tar, turpentine, and timber will receive, 
As well as corn, which the hard Pruffians give* 
Acceptable are thefe to England's ports. 
Worthy the notice of great men in courts* 
The public edifice and (hipping fliew 
That without thefe we fhould proceed but flaw# 



89 

Hence for the Ruffian empire bends his fails. 

And vifits Peterfburgh, where cold prevails; 

Then takes in iron, hides, flax, and pine pitch, 

AH vhich unite to make the merchant rich. 

Some fend their ftrong built (hips to Greenland's (hores^ 

Where each with glimm'ring light the feas explores : 

When the fifli fee, then with harpoons they ftrike, 

And when they've kill'd him, charge their tons alike. 

In freezing cold what hardflirps each endures? 

When he, befet with fields of ice, procures 

The oil and whalebone, feals, and fometimes bearS| 

To light our ftreets when Phoebus difappears. 

Thus ruling man extends his larger fway. 

Makes every quarter of the world obey; 

Wild beafts fubdues, the floods are forc'd to bear, 

And recompence the a£tive merchant's care. 

Acrofs th' Atlantic Ocean fleers his courfe 

Through the great briny waves' impetuous force: 

When out of fight of land he lifts his eyes. 

Looks through his quadrant at the fun and flcies; 

Then finds his latitude and courfe, purfues 

His voyage wefl, 'till he the country views. 

In vain the fea disjoins the diftant lands. 

The winds his fails, the helm his fliip commands* 



40 

in North America at laft arrives, 

Lands his exhaufted paflengers, and gives 

A final ftatement of his EngliOi goods. 

Which he difcharges now they've ftorm'd the floods* 

From that long continent do we receive 

The {lores and produce which thofe free ftates give. 

See them return from the Weft India ifles 

And South America's improv'd rich foils^ 

At whofe produBions this our empire fmiles, 

With rum and fugar, coffee, cotton, rice. 

Tobacco, cocoa, woods, fruit, and fome fpice, 

And other goods, to be imported here, 

For which he fends our inanufa£lures there. 

The north of Europe thefe can ne'er produce, 

tVhich he obtains by traffic for our ufe. 

Behold the (hip full fail divide the tide, 

£fcap'd the rocks and lurking banks, to ride 

At anchor fafe, 'till fhe's prepar'd to land 

Her wealthy cargo, with each vent'rous hand. 

Fir ft the tide-waiters boldly go on board. 

Survey the lading and the &ip full ftor'd: 

When, if a church be nigh, the bells you hearj* 

Which to all tell her fafe arrival there. 
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And welcome the tofs'd fhip and Teamen home, 
While their companions watch to fee them come. 
The hearty Tailors land, and with glad voice 
Proclaim too her arrival, and rejoice: 
The mafter to the cuftom-houTe repairs. 
And there gives entry oT his goods and wares. 
Thus intercourTe with nations circulates, 
By means oT commerce, which Tupports all dates ; 
What one cann't have, another that Tupplies, 
And theTe exchanges to our profits riTe. 
Like Tweets tranTported by the planter's toil. 
Turns want to plenty in Britannia's ifle. 
From Tultry ATrica's extenfive Ihores 
The blacks are Tent to cultivate his ftores 
In the Weft India ifles, where heat avails; 
Thus man to rule the world and man prevails. 
Let nations leTs humane this trade defend, 
I for its policy fliall ne'er contend. 
'Tis true cool England brings the finer parts, 
Our looks diTplay our exerciTe and arts: 
While Lybia burns her Tons a blacken'd race, 
Diftends their lips, and fliews them void of grace. 
Yet the moft fair here for a fliort time ftay, 
We are but palCve mortals, Tuch as they; 
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By the fame Maker we like thefe are made* 
By the fame laws of nature are we fway'd. 
When in this commerce you your time beftow 
Let fympathetic love from your hearts flow: 
And as the poet fays in bis good line. 
E'er join both profit and delight in one. 



DESCRIPTION OF YORK MINSTER^ 



Ut Ro(k flos flonim fie eft Domus ifta Domorain. 



f'ROM public fcenes of bufinefs now retired. 

To fee a city, once of fo much fame : 
Her great antiquity my mufe infpir'd, 

To fing in verfe the femblance of the fame. 
In this moft fpacious county England fhews. 

Abbeys and ruins grace the fylvan fcene ! 
Through fertile lands the Trent meandVing flows, 

Where flowery meadows, fprings, and rocks are fcen. 
With raptures I furvey the verdant plains 

Diverfify'd with' woods and fruitful ftores. 
And the Oufc winding through the fields he drains, 

Dafliing upon the reeds along the fliore. 
York Minfter's towers here rife in diftant views, 

•Midft domes and fpiring temples watching nigh, 
While broken walls and abbeys near the Oufe, 

Negleded now, in piles of ruins lie. 

The ibove I^ttiii motto is in gold ktfien io tlie Chapter-koafe, 
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Could I delioeate in more able Tcrfe 

The caftle, fpacious halls, and bridge fabUme ?■ 
Many more beauties (hould I now rchearfe 

In the fmootb records of alternate rhyme. 
A thoufand years at leaft have now pals*d o*er 

Since this cathedral's bafis firft was laid: 
Yet all th' inclement feafons (he hath bore 

Have yet not made her feem fo much decayed. 
Her awful grandeur doth my foul furprize. 

And when I here behold the ftately height : 
Her walls and lanthom tower that pierce the fkies^ 

Fills me at once with reverence and delight* 
Firft the fpedator on the South afcends. 

To fee the outfide work, fo richly made : 
A faffron objeft o'er a clock depends, 

Juft like the blooming marigold difplay'd. 
Of coftly ftrudure is this prom'nent fide. 

With Gothic mouldings here and there difpers'd^ 
Acute and ox-ey'd arcs once beautify'd 

Adorn this facred part, though fo long dreft. 
Th* Evangelifts that in fmall niches fiand 

Four little fpires upon this fide now grace; 
Two more faints are in pinnacles half fand. 

For wafting time our heft works will deface* 
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The Eaftern front is grav*d in gorgeous pride, 

Marks of church grandeur in thofe primary times : 
Great Vavafour and Percy by none vied, 

In armour guard each fide of ftone and limes. 
On this choir end Archbilhop Thorfby fits, 

Vefted above the moft majeftic fight : 
Beneath are twelve Apoftles, as beft fits, 

With Chrift between, the ever Ihining light. 
The morning fan emits his genial beams 

Upon thefe figures of afli-colour'd ftone : 
When the great window here with brightnefs gleams, 

And each high-crefted fpire thus carv'd alone. 
Like to a fort appears the firong Weft fide 

When viewed from fome more diftant rural place: 
A folding-door two high fquare towers divide. 

As if to guard this coftly frontifpiece. 
Above this door in tracery is thus feen 

The tragic tale of our firft parents* fall : 
Fond muft the mitred Melton then have been 

Of fculptured figures and the pedeftal. 
The antiquarian may be pleas'd alone 

At feeing fuch antique and bold defigns; 
As pointed cloifters richly cut in ftone. 

And ftatu'ry dirpos*d in equal lines. 
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Now on the North are Gothic figures wrought. 

Where rich embelliOimenu are finely carv'd. 
And other gravings which may take your thou^t 

Now to admire them, though by time impair*d« 
The temper'd fteel has, by the (]^ilful hand. 

Cut into human forms the rugged ftone; 
Saints, kings, and bithops with great warriors ftand^ 

In folemn filence, heedlefs of a throne^ 
A picafing awfulnefs confines the mind 

On her firft entVing this large hallow'd choir: | 

The numerous carvings that you herein find 

Muft with refpe^ the pleafed heart infpire. 
With colour'd light the marble pavement (bineS| 

Refleded from the windows richly ftain'd: 
Thefe white and black ftones in alternate lines 

Are horizontal laid and fmooth retained. 
Straight on each fide the broad and fpacious aifle 

High contrafluted pillars equal ftand. 
Their capitals wreath'd round with fculptur'd foil 

Expofe to view th* ingenious artift's hand* 
Upon thefe yellow architraves depend 

Arcades in equal rows of Gothic mould; 
And above thefe th' obferver may afcend 

To more minute arcades^ and there behold* 
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See the long pompoufi roof and high-fquar'd dome^ 

Adorn'd with beautiful tracery archwife : 
And if to the extenfive crofs aifle come. 

View the majefiic arcs and Unthorn's fize. 
Could philofophic Greece or Rome now boatt 

Of architeSure finifli'd more fuperb, 
Than this old Minfter, built on Albion's coaft; 

To forward virtue and dull vice difturb? 
How finely is embofs'd the broad ftone fcreen, 

On which are fancy'd beads adorn'd %vith wings :^ * 
And in this workmanihip here may be feen 

Fifteen good ftatues of old Englifh kings. 
Now o'er this (lands the organ tun'd fo clear, 

Which oft refounds through this more folemn place 
Here loud hofannas charm the liftening ear, 

And feem to a3 on each attentive face. 
See the great fplendid windows South and Weft, 

With faints and elders nearly rob'd the fame; 
And the broad dufky North among the reft. 

Which calls to mind the generous fitters' fame.t 

• By ibme called Cherubs. 

t Finiflied at the expence of fix maiden fiHert. 
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If through this handfome fcreen you fhould advancei 

And there inrpe6l the richly-carv'd grand choir. 
The whole creation from the £aft will glance 

Still more inviting portraits to admire. 
The painted windows through this choir you fee^ 

The noble hiftory of the Bible give; 
With humorous charaSers, that feem to be. 

As if they really here, though dumb, did live. 
Scripture defigns, in rainbow fhades, appear 

On every pervious window. South and North: 
Here gloomy crouds of faints attra£k us near, 

To gaze upon them rob'd to laft henceforth. 
To that moft beauteous part retreat and fee 

The octagonal Chapter-^houfe as clean; 
0*er whofe rich portal there appears to be 

A reverend prelate with his king and queen* 
A friar and a nun in courtfhip (hew*d, 

While other comic heads deride th* old fage; 
Are fights feen here, which almoft are efchew'd 

By the mechanics of this prefent age. 

£ncompafs*d here with rich carv*d marble fiallsj 

And flender alabafter pillars round; 
There runs a gallery upon thefe walls 

With fumptuous decorations j uftly found. 



49 

There ftalls and num'rous pinnacles o'er thefe 

The artift's (kill as well as patience (hew : 
He muft admire who ever this work fees, 

And EngliOi oak thus ornamented To. 
Shall we furvey the fretted vaults, replete 

With lawn-rob*d prelates gracefully reclin'd? 
And lonely mufe upon their lives and fate, 

Infcrib*d on marble, and as well defign'd. 
Here fome great men diftinguiih'd lie entomb*d 

For virtuous aBions only by them done: 
Here thp renown'd to honour'd reft are doom*d, 

For their exploits in hoftile war alone. 
The worthy founders here have left fojne things 

To reprefcnt their once deferving fame; 
As cups, vefts, armour, paftoral ftaffs, and rings, 

In gold and filver, with each engrav'd name. 
To build thefe ftately ftruQures nobly great, 

Luxury and war then made here no delay. 
Few were the taxes to maintain this ftate, 

Cheapnefs and plenty crown*d the chearful day; 
To finiOi fuch a Minfter in this part, 

£ach worthy Briton did at once afpire; 
Sublime ambition rul'd the generous heart, 

Religion rofe to wake Apollo*s lyre. 
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.With equal fymmetry the ivhole b viev'd, 
Contri v'd to elevate the curious mind : 

Thus tnuft the archited have been endued 
With fingular good tafte as much refin*d« 
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THE LIVERPOOL ASYLUM* 



Non eft yiyere fed valat^ Vita* Ma&tial. 



HAIL Great Creator, who firft forin'd mankind 
With fight and reafon to dire& their ways : 
Yet with thefe faculties theyVe not endued 
For whom this infiitution firft was made. 
Let gratitude to thee infpire my mufe 
To fing thy love now in fublimer ft rains : 
For framing mortals with fuch powers divine. 
Permitting them to view thy glorious works. 
In humble verfe your merits I proclaim. 
The fubjeft's great, and ihall record your worth. 
Who firft began this handfome fculptur'd pile, 
Now rais'd convenient to receive the blind. 
Hence you who are as if interrene (hades. 
And fee no landfcapes each reviving day. 
Here is a fine Afylum for your ufe. 
For which the benefa&ors grateful thank. 

G z 
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Ah ! what avails the fun's bright beams to you 
Emitted from his fulgent palace high? 
Or his fair planetary fpheres and earth 
In all her majcfty of form adorn'd. 
Phcebus all nature*s beauties cheers with light, 
But when his curtain's down the fcenes are hid, 
Then mufic's charms oft this defeft may footh. 
In which fweet fcience thefe do oft excel. 
The harp harmonious and piano forte, 
The organ loud, with foft melodious ftrains, 
The violin, violoncello, flute, 
And other inftruments, with tuneful voice. 
Exonerate the time and charm the foul. 
Their feeling too almoft exceeds belief. 
Did we not fee their handiworks perform 'd, 
Though.you're convey'd round oi\ this rolling fpherc 
Alternate light from darknefs ne'er enjoy : 
Nor fee fweet Phofphor rife without delay. 
Attending Phoebus in his morning tour, 
Or lovely Vefper in the evening fair. 
With Phoebe gliding through the ftars as bright. 
Returning feafons, dreft in beauteous robes, 
With admiration charm th' obferving mind. 
Now Summer, clad in green, with various hues 
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Of pointed leaves and figured flowers fo fweet; 
Then frofty Winter, cover'd all with fnow, 
Concludes the tcanfient year's alternate views. 
Thefe bleft advantages we have that fee. 
For thofe depriv'd this gift, life mufl: be dull. 
Though prefcrib'd as our time is, fome there are 
Ne'er ufe thofe faculties they ought to ufe, 
Reje£i the works that others have difcharg'd. 
And never exercife their mental powers. 
The moving eyeball's wond'rous forra'd for fight 
Of coats and huqlours to refra£l the rays 
CoUefled on the pupirs central bafe, 
Like fpot encircleci on the radiant Sun ; 
The colour'd Iris circles in array 
Round this fmall fpot, which obje3s large receive, 
And yet a dent or fpark may this deftroy. 
And thus deprive us of this noble power. 
So from the confin'd limits of the heart 
Doth ftrength proceed through all the reins and limbs^ 
The circulation of the blood depends 
On its valefcence, though of little form. 
The laws of nature and of heaven we learn 
By fight and reafon, favoured gifts to man. 
Thefe thereforcmay partake an equal ihare 



64 
OF pleafing thoughts a9 well as ihofe that fee^ 
Enjoy this life in guiltlefs reft and peace, 
Since blifs dwells in the naind by heaven's decree; 
Let thofe that fee thus exercife their minds 
To have an infight into nature's laws. 
If fhe deludes frail man with tempting fnares 
Some greater power then tells him bow to a6t : 
Thus from this government and fterling fenfe 
Proceed our happinefs, content, and health. 
See ruling nature will produce thefe forms, 
Mark fome by blindnefs, fome by minds deprav'd^ 
Some (he deforms, while others ereft view 
Thofe light abodes where they can never change^ 
The weaknefs of our nature's born and dies, 
Accufe not God for their defeats or fliape. 
But blame yourfelves, if you muft now complain^ 
And cheer compaflion which exalts the foul. 
Three elements make this material frame. 
And a commanding foul dire6ls the whole ; 
But when the body is depriv'd of life, 
More ufelefs than the putrid earth 'tis found. 
Many of thefe, prevented to obtain 
A bare fubliftence, in their gloomy ftate, 
Wander the public ways, through which ibeyVc led^ 
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To find affiftance from the well-difpos'di 
Favour this inftitution for their aid. 
Hence, if by nature or difeafe this conies, 
That they are thus deprived and have no home, 
Lead them to this receptacle prepared, 
Where they're provided for and occupied. 
Hence fprings that peace of mind and tender care 
For thefe our neighbours wherefoe'er we move ? 
But touch'd with heavenly fire by thee alone 
Who rules the whole with equity and love. 
Great ftrength or virtue do not always crown. 
Since both the good and bad of thefe partake: 
Some thus difabled may have heavenly minds 
Although they cannot fee fair nature's works, 
And are depriv'd of fweet Platonic love. 
Yet when releas'd from this their carnal (late 
May be convey'd into tranfcendent light 
With lading fight adapted for their place; 
While fome unworthy hardly leave their earth. 
Homer was blind, the greateft bard of Greece: 
He that the fall of our firft parents fung. 
Though of great foul, was thus depriv'd of fight. 
If fuch great men have been and are like you^ 
Be not difmay'd} or think yourfelves forfook. 
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Optics, thou Doble fciencc for maokind^ 
By thee the glorious works of heaven we trace5 
As well as fee, all nature thus difplay'd 
Upon this inoying world, fo wond'rous fonn*d. 



ELEGY, 



Dignttiii laode Vinim Mu£i vetat mori. Ho r a c i . 



A MAN when firft he views the cheerful light 

Predi3s by tender cries his coming coil: 

The patient nurfe invefts, then fings to pleafe, 

Thus perfevering (he the infant rears. 

With fmiling bloom we then afcend the ftagei 

Admire the green fcenes of creation new; 

Perform a comedy the prompter aids. 

Hence do we drefs, play, eat, undrefs, and fleep: 

In youthful vigour, by temptations drawn 

To check felicity which now abounds 

When we the whole day pafs in carelefs joys, 

Yet circumfcrib'd this bed of life is found. 

As the fpread eagle foars in queft of prey 

The lambs unmindful feed in vales below. 

When he has made his choice, darts down the heath, 

H 
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Then mud the innocent yield to its fate: 

Corrupted nature one the other flays 

When heavenly powers chufe not to interfere; 

Small unforefeen events may terminate 

This anxious being in the prime of life. 

Should perverfe (icknefs ne'er aflault the frame. 

Since man kills man, bird beaft, and beaft its kind^ 

Why be affefled at our natural cafe ? 

Live but a guiltlefs life, which pleafeth heaven^ 

Your reparation you fliall calmly meet, 

Exempt from all anxiety and fear. 

In the mild precinBs of the morning light 

A folemn found ftrikes through the filent air 

To (ignify to all the conftant day 

Of one afcending (hade of veft deprived. 

The Sun (till rifes with refplendent rays 

While man of evanefcent honour falls! 

The full moon with reflefled light fiill Ihines, 

While man of woman blooms, decays, and dies! 

Although his works are fometimes excellent. 

And may be for fucceffive ages fecn, 

Yes; and as marks of induftry admired. 

When not a remnant of faimielf remains* 
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Subftance here viewed by morul fight fhall wafte 
Like animals, plants, herbs, and tlowers e'er do, 
As well as bodies here and there unfeen, 
But pure hearts, like ftones precious, brave all time;» 
No more a patriot changed by heat and cold, 
SubjeQ to biting cares, difeafe, and death: 
No earthy flame will thou e*er cultivate, 
A fhade To righteous leaves the fluggifh earth. 
Entering with formal text the antique church. 
The mourners hearing of their tranfient ftate, 
Recal to mind their fins and ufelefs toil, 
Perhaps defirous to retard their hour. 
Ah I what will dirges now his lofs reftore. 
Or prieft by prayer avail to cleanfe the heart ? 
The mufe may duteous fing with melting voice 
The lad fmall tribute of affedion due; 
So may [he graceful touch the quiv'ring firing, 
And ftrew frelh laurels round his fculptured cell: 
Yet fince her mournful drains and tuneful lyre 
Now cannot wake the favourite of her bread; 
She bids him red, and then retires with fighs, 
Knowing his fpirit lives, though tears are died, 
^ow what are power and grandeur in his fight 
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Who ranks with kings and great men once deceased? 

The ftormy winds may rage and crackling hail, 

The thundering fhowers may flood and lightning rend, 

While they of tender minds are ftruck with fear 

He undifmay^d in blifsful region dwells. 

Some focial friend may fay, I lov'd his name, 

fiecaufe his manners and his words did pleafe; 

Here tragic mufe fwell not this mournful lay. 

Since princes from thefe temporal joys muft go. 

Like on a verdant hill where Sunbeams ba(k, 

The weary fwain reclines in fweet repofe. 

So doth the reliques lie fecure from harm. 

While flcy-larks fing and bees buzz round his tomb. 

This breath of life firft call'd a living foul, 

By that Almighty Power who this world fram'd; 

Was made to be immortal to reftrain, 

Adore, and govern every creature made. 

For man the image of his Maker fliews. 

Hence facred record this great truth confirms: 

Hence too, fays Plato, that the foul ne'er dies 

Like that of brute exempt from fenfe and prayer: 

Since Man returns to helPs dark {hades to wafte, 

Into fome manfion bled muft his foul fly. 
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There in degree to have both light and bliPs. 
Our fouls and figures are the works of God, 
Our bodies are the works of man, and guilt 
The old forerunner of his wretched ftate! 
And envious pride, by which fo many fall: 
Luxury too, thou curtails the days of man, 
Although may add to corporal pleafures now: 
Such courfes our forefathers never took. 
Who oft liv'd hale and ftrong to fourfcore years. 
Some fall in war, fearlefs of fire and wound. 
To fecure freedom and their country's ftate : 
While others, through misfortune or lofs griev'd. 
Exclude this fair exiftence unreftrain*d. 
With patience wait nature's appointed time. 
Virtue increafe while in the ftrength of life, 
. That unprevented age may be ferene. 

And joys fucceed when this breath leaves its courfe, 

Riches in moderation man mud have. 

When he can honeftly obtain the fame. 

Yet, when procured, are always not enjoy'4 

Or made a proper ufe of in his toil. 

For in the grave terreftrial glory end^. 
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Impartial now our mother earth awaits 

The quick return of her own offspring home: 

Let us, before we do return, prepare 

To meet the bridegroom with lamps fiird with oiI| 

When we muft be divefted of this duft 

To be received into eternal day. 



VINIS. 




Critter, 
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